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arketed and
manutactured in
Europe & Canada
for the past 30

VOArs, @ now
leading-edge technology is taking
hold of the roofing industry in the
Linited States. Synthetic
underbayiments can best be
deseribed as one of the newest
members of a genceration of high-
tech, high perfommance
wnderfayvment shernatives, They can
be used under shingles, tiles, slate,
mictal or cedar shakes and synthetic
rool claddings. In cases of
unfioresecn weather conditions or
construction delays, the mstallcd
product can be left uncovered tor
months and maintain s leak-ree
stitus, 1toretains s resistance to
wiker even after long-lerm exposure
o UV rays annd hea and s
lightweight ver very strong. Sound

too gond 1o be truet A eloser look
e the composinion of these new
synthetic underfavments and furthe
details on the product’s benetits man
help convinee vou W eive this new
“miracle material” iy

Maost synthetic underlaymems pre
polymer based polvethylene.
pulvpropylene woven or
spunbounded heavy nmmates. Onto
the top of the product is added an

:II1[I-!-~|I|'I copting ur lver of materinl
which s also lnmimaied. This
enhances the foon/scat holding
properties of the muaterials, That
itkies it a sate shp resistant surface

tor contraciors to work on, The

sxtreme low werght of the matenal
nakes i casy for erews o LS pan

ared mstall @ en square roll \u'!g_!l]k

——— —— =
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less than 50 pounds. Contractors
report that their crews adapr easily
o workme with it and find that
application times are two to three
times faster, The material is very
rugged and resists damage during
installation. I°s casy 1o cut and
mold around comers and some
products seal around nails and
penctrations to prevent leaks. It does
not promote the growth of mold and
because it doesn't absorb water, it
prevents the occurrence ol waves or
humps which may affect the final
appearance of some roofing nateri-
als. And it only costs pennies more
per square fool than traditional
underlayments. Sull skeptical”? Read
on .

# Conlractors i vartous arcas of the
United Siates report record
placement times. A crew of six
mstalled [OL000 square fect ona b ]2
pitch rood in Four howrs

pab st led twio
weeks prior to Hurncane Floyd
survived the storm s ngh winds and

* A COnUNeTeia

heavy niins, reqquired o FpiTs abrnd
remained absolutely leak free.
* Adler experiencing i 50%,
decrease m installation e, one
residennal project was subject o
two davs of beavy rams, When the
contractor returmed to fimsh the
progect. be found the chient’ s home
and its contents dey. The rood
cominues o perform exeellently
Ithough s human nature
resish change, 1°s hard io deny
the advantages ol using syntheti
underlayments, [ vou think 1
sounds 1o good o be true, let's take
i mmnute o reviesw the produoct s
primary benefis
#Wth s mulnlaver |l-.l|.'. [y o
and polvethy lene compaosition
synthetie underlavments provide
strength, light weaght, war resistnee

and loneer lite toalimost any project

Synthetic Underlayments — Too Good to be True?
By Sal Catanese,

*Although fairly new in the States.,
the materials” basic components are
products that have been proven in
the harsh ¢limates of northern
Europe and Canada for over 25
years,

=Syntheties perform better when
tested agamst traditional
underlayments particul

irly when
subjected to high winds, insects,
vermin, rot and fungus. lts low
weight allows for faster, casier and
more secure installation.

*The material's superior strength
meins nemore job repaic worrics

from tears and huoles,
sSynthenics are approximately 6
times lighter than 30# el paper and
much stronger, They contain no
asphiadt and will not disintegrate
under the roofl covening after years
of use. [t will remain an effective
and useful underlaviment

Go ahead, ehallenge voursell and
YOUT connpany to this “new echnol-
ogy. [ think vou'll find it lives up 1o
its exeellent reputanion and vou

won 1 be disappomied,



